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December 10, 1915 



PLAGUE-PREVENTION WORK. 

CALIFORNIA. 

The following report of plague-prevention work in California for 
the week ended November 20, 1915, was received from Senior Surg. 
Pierce, of the United States Public Health Service, in charge of the 
work : 



San Francisco, Cal. 

eat proofing. 

New buildings: 

Inspections of work under construction 183 
Basements concreted (square feet, 

66,670) 57 

Floors concreted (square feet, 8,250)... 11 

Yards, passageways, etc. (square feet, 

15,191) 62 

Total area of concrete laid (square feet) 80, 111 
Class A , B, and C fireproof buildings: 

Inspections made 147 

Roof and basement ventilators, etc., 

screened 3,003 

Wire screening used (square feet) 14, 726 

Openings around pipes, etc., closed with 

cement 2,340 

Sidewalk lens lights replaced 1, 090 

Old buildings: 

Inspections made 423 

Wooden floors removed 47 

Yards and passageways, planking re- 
moved 12 



San Francisco, Cal.— Continued. 
bat proofing— continued. 

Cubic feet new foundation walls in- 
stalled 9,360 

Concrete floors installed (square feet, 
52,031) 39 

Basements concreted (square feet, 
28,415) 40 

Yards and passageways, etc., concreted 
(square feet, 21,445) 110 

Total area concrete laid (square feet) . . 101, 891 

Floors rat proofed with wire cloth 
(square feet, 6,400) 4 

Buildings razed 17 

New garbage cans stamped approved 7C0 

Nuisances abated 2S3 

OPERATIONS ON THE WATER FRONT. 

Vessels inspected for rat guards 22 

Reinspections made on vessels 34 

New rat guards procured 13 

Detective rat guards repaired 10 

Vessels on which cargo was inspected 1 



Amount of cargo inspected and description of same. 


Condition. 


Rat evi- 
dence. 


Steamer Governor from Seattle: 


O.K 
O. K 













Rats trapped on wharves and water front. ... 52 

Rats trapped on vessels 19 

Traps set on wharves and water front 192 

Traps set on vessels 52 

Vessels trapped on 13 

Poisons placed on water front (pieces) 3,600 

Poisons placed within Panama-Pacific Inter- 
national Exposition grounds (pieces) 7, 200 

Bait used on water front and vessels: Bacon 

(pounds) 6 

Amount of bread used in poisoning water front 

(loaves) 12 

Pounds of poison used on water front. ...... 6 

EATS COLLECTED AND EXAMINED FOR PLAGUE. 

Collected 439 

Examined 283 

Found infected None. 



RATS IDENTIFIED. 

Mus norvegicus 212 

Mus museums 103 

Mus alexandrinus 69 

Mus rattus 53 

Ranches Inspected and Hunted Over. 

Contra Costa County 6 

Squirrels Collected and Examined for 
Plague, Contra Costa County. 

Collected 74 

Examined 74 

Found infected 2 

Plague-Infected Squirrels. 
Contra Costa County— Shot Nov. 12. 1915.— G. 
Vivian Ranch, 65 miles southwest of Anti- 
och, sec. 10, T. 1 N., R. 1 E 3 
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Record of plague infection. 



Places in California. 



Date of last 

case of human 

plague. 



Date of last 

case of rat 

plague. 



Date of last 

case of squirrel 

plague. 



Total number 

rodents found 

infected since 

May, 1907. 



Cities: 

Pan Francisco 

Oakland 

Berkeley 

I. os Angeles 

Counties: 

Alameda (exclusive of Oakland and 
Berkeley). 

Contra Costa 

Fresno 

Merced 

Monterey 

San Benito 

San Joaouin 

San I uis Obispo 

Santa Clara 

Santa Cruz 

Stanislaus 



Jan. 30,1608 

Aug. 9,1911 

Aug. 28,1907 

Aug. 11,1908 

Sept. 21,1909 

July 13,1915 

(') 

(') 

(') 
June 4,1913 
Sept. 18,1911 

(') 

Aug. 31,1910 

(') 

(') 



Oct. 23,1908 
Dec. 1, 1908 

0) 

(') 

Oct. 17,1909 = 

(•) 
(') 
(') 
(') 
(•) 
0) 

o 



(') 

Aug. 21,1908 
July 12,1915 



Nov. 
Oct. 
July 
Apr. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Jan. 
July 
May 
June 



12,1915 
27, 1911 
12, 1911 
10, 1914 
14,1915 
2fi, 1911 
29, 1910 
23, 1913 
17, 1910 
2,1911 



398 rati 
120 rats. 
None. 
1 squirrel. 

287 squirrels, 

wood rat. 
1,597 squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 

5 squirrels. 

6 squirrels. 
50 squirrels. 
IS squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 
25 squirrels. 
3 squirrels. 
13 squirrels. 



1 None. 



2 Wood rat. 



The work is being carried on in the following-named counties: Alameda, Contra 
Costa, San Francisco, Stanislaus, San Bonito, and Monterey. 

LOUISIANA— NEW ORLEANS— PLAGUE ERADICATION. 

The following report of plague-eradication work at New Orleans 
for the week ended November 20, 1915, was received from Surg. 
Creel, of the United States Public Health Service, in charge of the 
work: 



OUTGOING QUARANTINE. 



11 
11 

3 

1,517 



Vessels fumigated with sulphur 

Vessels fumigated with carbon monoxide. .. 

Vessels fumigated with cyanide gas 

Sulphur used pounds. . 

Coko consumed in carbon-monoxide fumi- 
gation pounds. . IS, 200 

Cyanide used in cyanide-gas fumigation, 
pounds ]4S 

Sulphuric acid used in cyanide-gas fumiga- 
tion pints. . 148 

Clean bills of health issued 31 

Foul bills of health issued 3 



FIELD OPERATIONS. 

Rats trapped 8, 885 

Premises i nspected 6, 737 

Notices served 601 

C arbage cans installed 4 



BUILDINGS RAT PROOFED. 

By elevation 

By marginal concrete wall 



buildings eat proofed— continued. 

By concrete floor and wall 47 

By minor repairs 191 

Total buildings rat proofed 347 

Concrete laid square yards.. 7,622 

Lots and sheds, planking removed 19 

Buildings demolished 22 

Total buildings rat proofed to date (abated). . 94, 988 

LABORATORY OPERATIONS. 

Rodents received, by species: 

Musrattus ig4 

Mus r.orvedcus 1, 066 

Mus alexandrinus 172 

Mus musculus 7,390 

Wood rats 119 

Musk rats 27 

Putrid (included in enumeration of 

species) 72 

Total rodents received at laboratory 8, 958 

Rodents examined 1, 849 

Suspicious rats 14 

Plague rats confirmed 1 



Plague rals. 



Case No. 


Address. 


Captured. 


Diagnosis 
confirmed. 


Treatment of premises. 


200 


1780 Cypress Street 


Nov. 6,1915 


Nov. 14,1915 


Intensive trapping: rat proofing 
expedited. 
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December 10, 1«15 



Last case of human plague, Sept. 8, 1915. 
Last case of rodent plague, Nov. 14, 1915. 
Total number of rodents captured to Nov. 

20 506,868 

Total number of rodents examined to Nov. 

20 301,877 



Total cases of rodent plague to Nov. 20, by 
species: 

Mus musculus 5 

Musrattus 18 

Mus alexandrinus 9 

Mus norvegicus 234 

Total rodent cases to Nov. 20, 1915. . 266 



HAWAII- PLAGUE PREVENTION. 

The following reports of plague-prevontion work in Hawaii wero 

received from Surg. Trotter, of the United States Public Health 

Servico : 

Honolulu. 



WEEK ENDED NOVEMBER 13, 1915. 



Totalratsand mongoose taken 338 

Rats trapped 306 

Mongoose trapped 2 

Ratsshot from trees 30 

Examined microscopically 291 

Showing plague infection None. 

Classification of rats trapped: 

Mus alexandrinus 160 

Mus musculus 71 

Mus norvegicus 58 

Musrattus 17 

Classification of rats shot from trees: 

Mus alexandrinus 23 

Musrattus 7 



Average number of traps set dai'y 984 

Cost per rat destroyed cents.. 23 

Last case rat plague, Aiea, 9 miles from 

Honolulu, Apr. 12, 1910. 
Last case human plague, Honolulu,July 12, 

1910. 
Last case rat plague, Paauilo, Hawaii, Nov. 

1, 1915. 
Last case human plague, Paauilo, Hawaii, 

Cct. 29, 1915. 



Hilo. 



WEEK ENDED OCT. 30, 1915. 



Rats and mongoose taken 2,880 

Rats trapped 2,853 

Mongoose taken 27 

Ratsand monzoose examined macro3copically 2, 880 

Rats and mongoose plague infected None. 

Classification of ratstrapped and found dead: 

Mus norvesicus 505 

Mus alexandrinus 342 



Classification of rats trapped and found dead- 
Continued. 

Musrattus 697 

Mus musculus 1, 309 

Last case of rat plague, Faauhau Sugar Co., 

Aug. 29, 1914. 
Last case of human plague, Paauilo, Amana 
Camp, Oct. 29, 1915. 



WEEK ENDED NOV. 6, 1915. 



Rats and mongoose taken 2,890 

Ratstrapped 2,866 

Rats found dead 1 

Mongoose taken 23 

Ratsand monsooseexaminedmacroseopically 2.890 
Ratsand mongoose examined microscopically 1 
Rats and msngoo^e examined bacteriologi- 

cally 1 

Ratsand mongoose plague infected 1 



Classification of rats trapped and found dead: 

Mus norvegicus 600 

Mus alexandrinus 319 

Musrattus 667 

Mus musculus 1,281 

Case of rat plague, Amana stables, Paauilo, 

Oct. 31, 1915. 
Last case of human plague, Amana Camp, 
Paauilo, Oct. 29, 1915. 



